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set of magistrates. For 13 years he 
served as a member of the Virginia 
General .-\ssembly, representing Giles 
County. He was largely instrumental 
in forming the county of ~Iercer, in 
I~37, and in 1838 he laiel out. on lands 
belonging to him, the town of Prince
ton, the county seat of ~Iercer, donat
ing to the puhlic the beautiful public 
square ali(I town spring, still in use. 

From that time Captain Smith 

made the new town his home, and was 
a prominent and leading figure in the 
town's hfe; there was never a thought 
of <1isputing his decisions as a magis
trate. Some of his wise sayings may 
still he hear<1 throughout the cOUllty, 
m:m." of them heing aphorisms full of 
wisdom. \\'hen some of the older res
idents relllark that "the law is nothing 
hut common sense," or "an ounce of 
fear is worth a pound of love. at any 
time:' the stranger may ieel sure he is 
li"tcning to one of the shrewd remarks 
of this venerater! father of the town. 

necessitated to use an inferior one. Al
though the "'orlel is often forgetful of 
its heroes. the esteem and respectful re

membrance in which this old pioneer is 

still held by his fellO\v citizens does 
I11l1ch to prove that sterling traits of 
character and true worth sometimes 
erect monuments more valuable than 
those made of granite and marhle. 

After a long, happy an<1 useful life of COL. A S. HUTSON. 

8.-1 years, he passed away. In memory 
oj his puhlic sen'ices the County Court COL. .\. S. HL"TSOX .. \ssistant 
caused his portrait to he place!l in the Adjutant l;encral of the State of ""est 
COl1rt House, an honor ne\'er con- Virginia, and a popular an<1 much es-

ferretl on any other citizen of the 
county. This portrait was unfortu
nately destroyed by fire, when the town 
was hurne!1 in IR()2, and we ha\'e been 

teemed citizen of Charleston. Kanawha 
County, was horn Octoher 10. I Xoo, 
ncar Cumberland, ~larylan!1. where his 
father is engage!l in agricultural pttr-
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suits. He is a son of Henry and Fran
ces (Downey) Hutson, the former of 
whom was born in ~Iaryland, and the 
latter in West Virginia. 

Colonel Hutson was primarily edu
cated in the local schools of his native 
State and received higher instruction 

in the Allegany Academy at Cumber
lanel. ~faI)'land, spending some three 
years th~re in study. During the two 
years following he assisted in the op
eration of the family estate and then, 
in I~R2, went to Piedmont. Mineral 

County. \Vest Virginia. where he was 
employe<i with the Black, Sheridan & 
\Vilsnn Coal Company. In 1&)8, he i 
left there and was made captain of 

C('mpan~' H, 2n(1 Regiment, \Yest Vir
g-inia Infantry, t:'. S. \' olunteers. for 
service in the Spanish-American \Var. 
His command was stationed at Green
ville. South Carolina, where it re

mained ahout one year. 
L-"on his retu01 to 'Vest Virgin

ia. C nlonel II utson locateel at Charlt!s

tOIl. in .-\pril. 1&)9. In December, 
I~f)r. he enlisted as a private in the 
,,'est Yirginia Xational Guards and 

recei\'ed promotions until he had the 
-rank of colonel. and was then ap

pointed Assistant Adjutant General of 
the State, a position he fills with credit. 

In I~<)I Colonel Hutson was united 
in marriage with Elizabeth \\"alker, 

who is a native of Maryland; her 
mother is a lineal descendant of the 
historic Allen family of England. 

DAVID M. SHIRKEY. 

D:\\"1D :\1. SHIRKEY, clerk of 
the Circllit Court of Kanawha County, 

\rest "irginia, and a prominent citi
zen oi Charleston, was born January 

14, 1860, and is a son of John G. and 
~Iartha (~Iatheney) Shirkey, both of 
whom are natives of Kanawha County. 

John G. Shirkey followed teaching 
practically al1 his life, and became a 
very well known and much valued edu

cator. His death occurred at Graham 

~lincs, September 25, 1887. His 
widow still survives and is a resident 

of Charleston. 
Da,-id ~1. Shirkey was educated in 
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dren born to Captain and Mrs. Brook
field are: Emma, the widow of Prof. 

John ~. Carroll, of Caldwell, Texas; 
Mary Baker, at home; John William, 
a resident of Pine Gro\'e, West Virgin
ia: Inez Parker, a teacher in the Smith

field schools; and Paul Virginia. In 
politics Captain Brookfield has always 
been identified with the Democratic 
party. The family belong to the Pres
byterian Church. 

R. A. HAYNES. M. D. 

R. A. H.\ Y~ES, M. D., vice presi
dent of the West Virginia :'IIedical As
sociation and a prominent physician 
and surgeon of Clarksburg. Harrison 

('ounty, West Virginia, was born July 
22, 1867, in Greenbrier County, this 
State .. and is a son of Rev. James and 
Susan E. (Shanklin) Haynes. Dr. 
Haynes comes of pioneer stock on both 
paternal and maternal sides. 

The Haynes family is of Germanic 
origin, although the original spelling 
of the family name was without the 
final "s." It is presumed that the fam

ily settled in the American colonies 
some years prior to the Revolutionary 
\Var. In that struggle for American 
independence, Isaac Hayne, the great
great-grandfather of our subject, was 
a soldier of the rank and file, as were 
also his seven sons. It is tradition in 
the family that Isaac Hayne distin
guished himself by some act of bravery 
d:'lring the Revolution and was re
warded with a commission, in which 
his name was written Haynes instead 
of Hayne. His family, since then, have 
always held to the name of Haynes. 
1'\ ot a great deal is known of his seven 
sons. except \Villiam, who was the 
next in direct line of descent to the sub
jed of this sketch. The facts in regard 

to Charles, Benjamin, Joseph and 
~!oses Haynes. sons of Isaac Haynes, 
are quite meager. All that is known of 
Charles is that he was married Xovem

her 24. 1781. to Mary Dixon, of 
Greenhrier. Benjamin helonged to Gen-
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eral training and medical education 
were carefully attended to, the fonner 
in private and public schools and the 
latter in the College of Physicians and 
Sttrgeons at Baltimore, ::Vlaryland. He 
was graduated in the class of 1896, at 
the latter institution. Prior to this, he 
had hospital experience, being secre
tary of the board of directors of the 
\Vest Virginia Insane Hospital at \Ves
ton, and ,,-as connected with it from 
1888 to 1895. After graduating, he 
engaged in the practice of his profes
sion at \Yeston, for 18 months, and on 
XO\-ember I, 1897, located at Clarks
burg. Dr. Haynes has taken aJvant
af::e of every opportunity to perfect his 
skill and knowledge, and in 1901 took 
a special course in surgery at the ~ ew 
York Post -Graduate and Polyclinic 
schools. 

On October 15, 1896, Dr. Haynes 
marrie(l Hattie Gaylord, of \Veston, 
"'est Virginia, and two daughters have 
been born to them, Aurelia Christine 
and Harriet Jean. Dr. Haynes belongs 
to the county and State medical associ
ations and is the acth'e and efficient 
vice president of the latter. His ability 
is very generally recognized in his lo
cality, and he is numbered among the 
representative professional men of 
Harrison County. 

CYRUS OSCAR STRIEBY. 

CYRUS OSCAR STRIEBY, a 
well known and successful legal prac
titioner of Davis, Tucker County, 
'Vest Virginia, was born in 1866, at 
\Villiamsport, Pennsylvania, and is a 
son of Henry J. and Rachel (Ridge) 
Strieby, the former of whom was also 
born at \Villiamsport, and the latter in 
Tiog-a Connty, Pennsylvania. 

Henry J. Strieby was born at \Vill
iamsport, Pennsyh'ania, in 1835, and 
now resides at his pleasant country 
home in Hampshire County, \Vest Vir
ginia. He was a school teacher in his 
earlier years and at one time served as 
auditor of Lycoming County, Pennsyl
vania. Later he engaged in milting 
and farming, but now lives retired. His 
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political sympathy is with the Dello
cratic party. The mother of our sub
ject was iJorn in l8.t3 in Tioga Coun
ty. l'enllsylvania. Doth:\1 r. and :\Irs. 

. Strieby belong to the Lutheran Church. 
They reared six children.-three sons 
and three daughters. 

Cyrus Oscar Strieby was eduClted 
in the common schools of his nati\'e lo
cality and at the :\Iuncy ~ormal School, 
and then accompanied his parents to 
Hampshire County. \Vest Virginia. 
There he taught in the district schools 
for three years. and one ye3r in :\Ior
gan County and then took a four-year 
cour:o:e in the Susquehannah Gniver
sity. amI was graduated in 1889. Re
mO\'ing then to Tucker County as a 
teacher. (ine year later he entered the 
office of \V. B. :\Iaxwell. with whom 
he reall law for six months. continuing 
a stt,dy t(, which he had already given 
mllch attention. In December. 18<}O. 

he was admitted to the bar and began I 

practice in Tucker Coullty in 18<)1. I 

For three years he was in partnership 
with \\'. \:). :\Iaxwell. but now COllducb I 

an ilHli,idl1al practice which is in every 
way satisfactory. He enjoys a large 
local practice in Tucker Cotlnty. wlllch 
occasionally extends beyond its limits 

which has been marked by a high de
gree of success. 

On .\pril 16. 1&)6. :\Ir. Striehy was 
married to Addie .-\dams. who was 
horn in St. George. Tucker County. in 
1871. and is a daughter of John ]. and 
.-\ngelica .-\<1'IIIS. The children born 
to this lInion are: Elenora and Ruth. 
:\1 r. Strieby is identified with the Dem
ocratic party. Both he and his wife 
helong to the Lutheran Church. 

CHARLES WESLEY RIGGS. M. O. 

CH.\RLES \\'ESLEY RIGGS. 
:\1. D .. who since 1 &)8 has been estab-

into the adjoining counties. He also lishc(1 in successful practice of metli
has :1 gO(l(} practice in the Supreme cine at Cameron. :\Iarshall County. 
Court qf .\ppeals of \Yest \'irginia. \Yest \'irginia. was horn in IR6() in 
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have demcnstrated their confidence by 
electing him to positions of trust, and 
he has been a member of the City Coun
cil of Fulton a number of times. His 
father was at first a Democrat, hut la
ter gave his allegiance to the Republi
can party. An interesting item in con
nection "ith this early pioneer is the 
fact that he hought the first $500 bond 
at \\"heeling during the progress of the 
Civil War. The entire Zoeckler fam
ily are members of St. John's German 
Independent Protestant Church. 

COL. JAMES HENRY MILLER. 

COL. J.UIES HEXRY )'HL
LER. a member of the law firm of Mil
ler & Read. of Hinton. Summers Coun
ty. \\"est Yirginia, was born Decem
ber 21). 1856, on Lick Creek. at Green 

Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County, 
VIrginia, now \Vest Virginia. He is a 
s(ln of \\"illiam Erskine and Sarah 
Barbara t~IcXeer) ~1iller, both of 
whom were born in Virginia. 

The ).Iiller family originated 10 

I reland and its first representath"e 10 

this country was ~Ir. ~liller's great
great-grandfather, who immigrated to 
_\merica from Ireland. Our subject's 
great-grandfather, Patrick ).liIler, was 
born on the ,"oyage between Ireland 
and :\merica. James Henry ).Iiller's 
ancestors settled on the present site of 
St:mnton, Virginia. John ~lilIer, son 
Patrick )'liller, was born in Bath Coun
ty, Yirginia, and settled in Greenbrier 
Cmlllty shortly after the Re\'olution
ary \\"ar. lIe married Jane Hodge of 
Bath County an(i they reared a family 
of I r chihlren, none of whom sun-i\·e. 

\\,illiam Erskine ;\IiIler, son of 
Johl1 ).f iller, and father of the subject 
(Of tllese litH'S, was born in that part of 
Greenbrier County that is now in
c1ttfled in Summers County, and spent 
his \\ hole life there, dying in H)OO, 

aged 74 years. He married Sarah Bar
bara ~IcXeer, who was horn in ).Ion
roe County, being a daughter of Rich
ard :\lcXeer. of Scotch descent. Her 
death took place in 1&)6 at the age of 
6R years. 

James Henry ).liller is the third 
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of the Hinton Light Infantry Guards, 
of which he served as captain until Au
gust 15. 1889, when he was made lieu
tenant-colonel. This honorable rank 
he resigned on account of press of pri
vate business. He is held in high es
teem in Hinton and is regarded as one 
of the ahlest lawyers in his section of 

the State. 

HON. WILLIAM GRAY BARNHART. 

HOX. WILLL\:\l GRAY B.-\RX
HART, member of the West Virginia 
House of Delegates, from Red House 
Shoals, l'utnam County, a lawyer by 
profession and one of the ablest young 
legislators of the State, was born April 
15, IS&>. near Buffalo. Putnam Coun-

ty, and is a son of Lewis and Isabel 
Barnhart, and grandson of Stephen 
and Perthana Barnhart. 

The Barnhart family is of German 
extraction, the pioneers settling in 
New Jersey in the early history of that 
settlement and their descendants going 
thence westward to Lancaster, \\' ash
ington and Greene counties. Pennsyl
\-,mia. and to Ohio and Illinois. 

Lewis Barnhart was born April 23, 
ISso, in Greene County, Pennsyl\'ania. 
His mother died when he was se,'en 
years of age. He resided with his 
grandparents, going to school. doing 
chores, etc., during th~ Ci"il War 
period, and then returned to his father 
111 :\Iarshall County, '''est Virginia, 
and remO\'ed from there to Putnam 
County. He was ambitious and man
aged, by further study during inten'als 
of farm work, to secure a good. com
mon-school education, and at the age 
of 25 years held a State teacher's cer
tificate, and at the age of 27 years was 
admitted to the bar. He was elected 
county superintendent of free schools 
soon after. :\Ir. Barnhart has for 
many years de,-oted himself to the law 
and to the sale of real estate. In pol
itics he is a Democrat and has taken an 
acti,'e part in politics. The mother of 
our suhject was born in IS52 in ~far
shall County. \'irginia, now 'Yest Vir-
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ginia. amI is a daughter of William I. 
and Eliza A. Hartley. In 1870 she 
was united in marriage with Lewis 
Barnhart. She is a devout member of 
the Christian Church. In addition to 
being a successful attorney, Lewis 
Barnhart is also a civil engineer and 
has had completed a fine map of Put
nam County, which he surveyed. on 
which are located the district outlines, 
the villages, roads, streams, and the 
industries of the county. He is fra
ternally connected with \Vilkes Lodge, 
No. 60. Knights of Pythias, at Win
field. 

lIon. William G. Barnhart was ed
ucated in the common schools. and be
gan teaching at the age of 17 years. at 
the !'ame time beginning the reading 
of the law with his father. After a 
short course in the law department at 
the West Yirginia L'niversity, he was 
admitted to the bar, and located at 
"'infield. the county seat of Putnam 
County. In the spring of 1902 he was 
nominated by the Democratic party 
ior the Bouse of Delegates. and was 
elected. in a Republican district of 460 
plurality, by a majority of 360 over 
H on. J ames I I. Collins, one of the best 
known Republicans in the district, who 
ha(1 already sen'ed two terms in the 
Le{!islature. 

:\Ir. Barnhart is a clear and forci-

ble speaker, a thinker of unusual abil
ity and an active member of the House. 
His rapid rise in his profession and in 
public esteem are but indications of still 
higher honors awaiting him in the fu
ture. 

TIMOTHY LAWRENCE BARBER. A. M .. M. D. 

TDIOTHY L\\\'REXCE D.\R
HER, .-\. ::\1., ::\1. D., a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Charleston, 
\\r est Virginia, was born in Plymouth, 
Indiana, October 4. IRS3. He is a son 
of Daniel and Ann (Huh'erson) Bar
ber, the fortner of English descent, the 
1~lttcr, a nati,'e of Xorway. 

The Barber family is an old one 
and was iounded in .-\merica by an an-
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MILES HENDERSON EPLIN. 

:\llLES HEXDERSON EPLI~, 
whose term of service as county su
perintendent of the schools of Kana
wha County. \rest Virginia. will be
gin July I, 1903. is a much esteemed 
and prominent citizen of :\Iarmet. He 
was born January I, 1844. in Giles 
County, Virginia, and is a son of 
Christopher amI :\1 elinda (X idy) Ep
lin. hoth of whom were also horn in 
Yirginia. The former died in middle 
life, but the latter sun·h·ed until the 
age of is years, passing away in 1885. 
Chri~topher Eplin was engaged in ag
rir:ultural pursuits. 

:\liles H. Eplin 
est of a family 
dren. His early 

was the young
of eight chil
educational ad-

"antages were limited, in fact it may 
be state(1 that he was trained in no 
school but that of adversity. .\t the 
age of 17 he hecame a soldier in the 
Ci,·il \\"ar. enlisting September 2, 

1861, in Company B. 8th Reg., West 
Virginia Vol. Inf., which later formed 
a part oi the 7th Cavalry Regiment. 
.\1tI1l)ug-h four years of his life were 
(Ie\'oted to army service, it was not a 
wasted se:lson to the young man, whose 
quick intelligence turned his experi
ences into a means of education. 

Cpon his return to Kanawha Coun
ty, :\i r. Eplin engaged in teaching 
school, in the meantime following 
Ct)t1rses of reading and study, and very 
efticiently filled the office of secretary 
of the Loudoun (Iistrict Board of Edu
ration, for a period of 30 years. He 
was e1~ted in 1893 and sen'ed two 
term:-; as assessor of the Lower dis
trict, and in the fall of 1902 he was 
elected to the office of superintendent 
of the schools of Kanawha County. 
His life has been devoted to education
al interests and he has acceptably filled 
local positions and during one term 
was school commissioner. 

In l~()() :\lr. Eplin married Sarah 
}. Drow\l, who was born in Kanawha 
County. and is a daughter of Rohert 
and Elizabeth Brown, old and re
spected re:-;idents of their community. 
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Corporation. At that time the business 
of the company amounted to $6,000,000 
annually, and employed over 2,000 
men. .-\bout 2,500 men are now em
ployed. \,"hen the business was estab
lished about 300 men were employed, 
and in 1866 not to exceed 500. The 
capital stock originally was $15,000, 
and during the first three years of its 
existence the company leased the old 
mJlI, which they then purchased. \Vhen 
sold, the Ri"erside Iron \Yorks had a 
capital stock of $3;000,000, which had 
been increased from the surplus funds 
after paying quarterly dividends. Dur
ing the past I 1 years the company has 
operated a blast furnace at Steubenville, 
Ohio. 1Ir. Yance became a director in 
the l\ational Tube Company and con
tinued as such until it became a part of 
the Cnited States Steel Corporation, 
when he resigned. Frank J. Hearne is 
president of the tube department of the 
Cnited States Steel Corporation, John 
D. Culbertson, treasurer, and E. L. 
\Viles, general manager of the Ri"er
sil\e department of the same corpora
tion. 

:'orr. Yance is president of the Na
tional Exchange Bank of Wheeling, 
and is also at the head of the Vance 
Shoe Company. The manufacturing 
plant of the latter concern is located at 
Pullman, Illinois, and the Chicago end 

of the business is in charge of J. C. 
Riheldaffer. Mr. Vance's son, H. E. 
Vance, is president of the Vance Shoe 
Company, and \V. F. Shaffer is secre
tary. J. X. Vance has many other in
terests in Wheeling and Chicago and 
in the State of Alabama. As a business 
man he is shrewd and far-sighted, and 
the wonderful success which has attend
ed his career is due solely to his own 
efforts. 

VERNON C. CHAMPE. 

VERXOX C. CHA.1IPE, attor
ney-at-law, at ~Iontgol11ery, Fayette 
County, \V est Virginia, was born in 
Montgomery, January 1 I, 1879, and 
is a son of \VilIiam F. and Annie 

(:\Iontgomery) Chal~lpe. 

The Champe family is of French 
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extraction and settled 111 Virginia at 
an early date. The paternal grand
father of our subject, Sewall Champe, 
was born in Bedford County, Virginia, 
settled at Charleston, Kanawha Coun
ty, and dieu there, aged 50 years. 

Wilham F. Champe, our subject's 
{<tther, was born at Charleston, Kana
wha County. He removed to ~Iont

gomery in 1873, but did not per
manently locate there until 1877. 
The mother of our subject is a uaugh
ter of James ~Iontgomery, who was a 
pioncer in the district of Fayette Coun
ty. The other members of our subject's 
parents' iamily are: Xile; Emory and 
Hallie, who are still stuuents. 

V trnon C. Champe was reared at 
~Iolltgomery, and attended the local 
schools there and an intermediate 

school at Charleston. Later he went 
to Greenbrier ~Iilitary Academy and 
in I~)5 entered the Lniversity of \rest 
\'irginia, where he was graduated in the 
clas~ (If I~j8. :\11'. Champc read law 
prior to entering the L'niversity and 

was very thoroughly prepared. In 
llJOO he hegan the practice of his pro
fession at ~l()ntgomery. in partncr
~hilJ with C. \\'. Osenton. who is now 
pn .secuting attorney of Fayette Coun
ty and an ex-State Senator. Since this 
time. :\[1'. Champe has engage(1 very 
'itH.:ct'ssful1y in practice alone. In 1900 

he was appointed a Vnited States com

missioner, hy Judge Jackson. 
~Ir. Champe belongs to Lo(lge 

Xo. 74. :\. F. & A. ~r.. at ~Iontgom
ery, and retains his membership with 
the college fraternity. Phi Sigma 
Kappa. He has been very active in 
Democratic politics and was elected 
city attorney in 1902. He is also sec
retary of the Democratic County Com
mittee and in 1902 was assistant to 
the chairman of tInt body. He be

longs to the Presbyterian Church. 

JAMES A. STROTHER. 

J..,\:\IES .\. STROTHER. mayor 
of \Velch. ~IcDowell County. \"est 
Virginia, senior member of the Jaw 
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NEIL JUDSON FORTNEY, 

1\EIL JUDSOX FORTXEY, 
who is now sen'ing his fifth term as 

prosecuting attorney of Preston Coun

ty, \\"est Yirginia, was IXlrn Xo\'ember 

22. IK~9. near Independence, Preston 
County. Yirginia, now West Virginia, 

He is a son of David H, Fortney, 

whose father came to Maryland, from 

Franl'e. a1111 whose mother was of Ger

man ancestry, In 1865 David H, 
F( .rtlley rCI1lO\'ed with his family to 

J ndianola. Iowa, 
::\ ei I J udson Fortney attended the 

l()(.'al schools in his nati,'e locality and 

aiter tile family rem(we<i to Iowa he 

hecame a student in Simpson Cente

nary CoI1eg-e, In 1870 he took an ex
tcn(led tour through the \\' est, in-

creasing his fund of general 

knowledge, engaging 111 various 

callings and fequently corresJXlIld

mg for the press. He returned 

to Preston County. \\' est \'irginia, in 

I ~7 ~ and then entered upon the study 
of the la\\'; he was made deputy county 

clerk, and in 1879 was admitted to the 
har, since which time he has become 

prominent in his profession, valued in 

political circles and esteemed in the so

cial and domestic life of Kingwood. 
In ISSu, ~Ir, Fortney was first elected 

prosecuting attorney, and he entered 

upon the duties of that responsible po

sition, on January I, 1881. .\t the 

cl/Jse of his term of four years, he was 

re-elected hy an increased majority and 

at the expiration of his second term he 

was elected again to the same office by 
:l stiI1 greater majority, and sen'ed the 

full term of four years, He was 

elected in J &)8 to fill the last two years 

of the uncxpired term of his successor, 

and in 1~)00 was again elected by a 
greater majority than at any pre\'ious 

election. and is now sen'ing out the 

fifth term to which he has been elected, 

at the end of which he will ha\'e sen'ed 

18 years in all. as noted, His ability 

and industry. his carefulness. fairness 

and promptness. have contributed to 

his sucees.; and his capable han(\Iing of 

the important cases brought before 
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him during his long term of office, has 
given him a reputation all over the 
State. 

On June 3, 1879, Mr. Fortney was 
united in marriage with Alice Edna 
Godwin, the eldest daughter of Capt. 
Joseph M. Godwin, of Kingwood, 
\Vest Virginia. In politics, Mr. Fort
ney is a Republican. 

HON. ALSTON GORDON DAYTON. 

HON. ALSTON GORDON DAY
TON', :Member of Congress from the 
Second Congressional District of \V est 
Virginia, and the junior member of the 
well known law firm of Dayton & Day
ton, with whom is associated Fred
erick D. Blue, at Philippi, Barbour 

County, \Vest Virginia, was born in 
that town October 18, 1857, Barbour 
County then being a part of the State 
of Virginia. 

Mr. Dayton attended the public 
schools and entered the West Virginia 
Uni\'ersity as a student, at the age of 
16. years, where he was graduated in 
June, 1878, with his degree of A. B. 
During .his college course he had de
voted time to the study of the law, and' 
he was admitted to the bar on his 2 I st 
hirthday, and immediately entered into' 
partnership with his father, which part-· 
nership still continues. Two years later 
he was appointed prosecuting attorney: 
of l'pshur County, and soon after re
ceived the Republican nomination for' 
the same office in his home county of . 
Barbour, but, while running consider
ahly ahead of his ticket, was defeated 
by a small majority. In 1884 he again 
received his party's nomination for the 
same office, and was elected, being the 
first Republican to fill the office since 
the Civil War. In 1888 he was a can
didate for judge of the Circuit Court, 
but failed of receh'ing the nomination 
by two votes. In 1890 his friends pre
sented his name before the Republican 
cOI1\'ention at Piedmont, as a candidate 
for Congress from the Second Co\lgres
sional District of \Vest Virginia. which 
position was then held by Hon. William 
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"Two hundred and sixty-six brave 
men are dead to-day as a result 
of the 'Maine' tragedy. Over 200,-

000 have died in Cuba and 250,000 

more, mostly women and children, are 
being held in imprisonment and starved 
there to-day. \Ye do not know as yet 
that the Spanish authorities blew up the 
':\faine' and destroyed the lives of our 
seamen, but we do know that Spanish 
authority is responsible for this whole-

: sale cleadly murder in the first degree 
going on, within 100 miles of our 
shores. \\'ith food and raiment in one 

· hand and with its strong power, backed 
· hy the righteous will of 70,000,000 of 
freemen, this aclministration must in
ten'ene. stop the horror and give Cuba 

, her freedom. This intervention may be 
· done. I hope, peacefully. If so, God be 
praised; but if not, and it can only be 
done by war, let it come. Humanity. 
mercy. charity. and all the attributes 
of Goel Himself. will he with us, and 
Clll'el ~l'IH bl' free.· J 

During his terms in Congress. :\1 r, 
Dayton has kept up his law practice 
anel has taken an acti\'e interest in pro
moting the industrial de\'e!opment of 
his State and is connected with many 
pri\'ate Imsiness enterprises. lie is a 
director of The First Xational Bank at 
Philippi. 

On Xm'emher 2(,. JXR~. :\Ir. Day-

ton married Lummie Sinsel, of Graf
ton, West Virginia. Religiously he is 
connected with the Presbyterian 
Church. Fraternally, he belongs to the 
Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias. 

He owns one of the most beauti ful 
homes in his town and is a power for 

good in his community. His popu
larity in the State on account of his dis

tinguishecl services, is not limited to the 
Second Congressional District. The 
dean (;f the \Vest Virginia Congress-
men, he has won a position of eminence 
from which his friends desire him to 
retire only to accept higher honors. 

I. C, WHITE. A. Moo PH. D. 

1. C. WHITE. _\. :\1., Ph. D., State 
Geologist of \Vest \-irginia, has at
tained wide prominence in the science 
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111 Russia, traveling over 10,000 miles 
on two grand excursions through that 
vast empire, one of which took him 
across the C ral Mountains, into Siberia, 
and the other across the Caucasus and 
to Grozny and Baku, the famous Siber

ian oil fields. Returning home toward 
the close of 1897 via Constantinople, 
Athens, Xaples and Gibraltar, he found 
that the State Geological Commission 
had during his absence and without his 
knowledge or consent unanimously 
elected him as State Geologist to super
intend the work of the recently organ
ized Geological Survey of West Vir
g1l1la. He was a delegate to the con
vention in 1892 that nominated Harri
son, hut has always steadfastly refused 

all political offerings. In IR<)R he pre
pared and puhlished an important bu\
letin on coal and one on petroleum. 
He was the fir~t geologist to hring into 
prominence and apply in a practical I 

way what is knO\nl as the ".\nticlinical I 

Theory" of oil and gas. Convinced of ! 

the e~~ential truth of the ". \nticlinical 
Theory," Dr. \Vhite concluded to gi\'e 
his results to the world for the benefit of 
all. and in the issue of Science for June 

26. I~R5, published an article under the 
title of "The Geology of Xatural Gas," 
in which the claims and exceptions to 
the ... -\nticlinical Theory" were fully 
set forth. This theory was at once 

attacked by ::\Iessrs. .-\shburner and 
Chance of the Pennsylvania Geological 
Survey, but Dr. White put forth such a 
vigorous battle, aided as he was by Dr. 
Edward Orton, State Geologist of 
Ohio, that opposition was soon silenced 
and the scientific \\ orld accepted the 
theory as demonstrated. 

Dr. White started in life without a 
very large share of the world's goods, 
but to-day is regarded as one of the 
leading men in the financial circles of 
the State. 

R. W. McWILLIAMS. 

R W. :\lcWILLI.-\:\IS, clerk of 

the Circuit and Criminal courts of 
Cabell County, "'est \'irginia, since 
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1896, wa 
County, 
and is a s 
( Bailey) 

54 It1 Harris 
West Virgin 

in and Elizab 
The :\IcW 

iams fa g ed in Irela 
from which country came John :\lc
\Villiams and wife, grandparents, in 

the early part of the 19th century. 
They located as. pioneers in the Shen-
andoah jamin ~Ic\v 

lams rem Taylor COUI 

abont IS the Civil W 
he was a 1. In that c 
Aict he entered the service of the 
'Cnited States gO\'ernment under Cap
tain Ransom, as brigade wagon
master, and was killed in 1863. aged 
only 35 years Hi" wife was a 
daughter my Bailey, 

Virginia, 
some yea 
bers of tl 

eath took pI 

stlrvi"ing me 
Ie from our s 

ject, are: IIezekiah B.. a locomoti,-e 
engineer in Texas: and Agnes. wife 
of C. P. Sincel. of Grafton. Taylor 
County, West Virginia. 

:\1 r. entered into 
acti"e btl hile still you 
beginning or the Raltim 
& Ohio Piedmont. \\ 
Yirginia. remained s( 
years and later followed railroad con
tracting in the \Vest. In 1RR7 he lo
cated at I-IlIntinhrton and was there en-

n the clothi 
nder the tim 

until 
.B. 

iams & Comp 'he 
cted to his ition 
o years of se y lerk. 

In 1875 Mr. :\-IcWilliams married 
Elma V. Lock, daughter of John 
Lock of Taylor County, \Vest Vir
ginia, and they have mired a family 

1t children. asant 
residence is the 
n neutral str ting-
'hey belong gre-

gatJonal Church. Fraternally, ~Ir. 

),[cWilliams is associated with the 
Odd Fellows, National Union ami 
Elks. 

LARD F. well 
architect of t heel-
st Virginia, i f the 
Giesey & Fa rship 

that had its beginning m 1899. He 
was bom in \\'heeling, September 9, 
1RSO, an<l is a son of Valentine and 
Adeline Giesey. 

entine Giesey 
s born in \Ve 

liv-
oun-

nsylvania. H born 
-land, and die They 
the parents wing 

nine children: ),liIlard F.; Charles E., 
deceased; "-illiam H .. a carpenter re
siding in Wheeling': :\Iary E., wife of 
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Harry Turner, an engineer in the glass 
plant at Bridgeport; James H., of 
Wheeling; Edward, a carpenter of 
"'heeling; John L., a contractor of 
Wheeling; Thomas G., a bricklayer of 
Steubenville, Ohio; and Albert V., a 
carpenter who makes his home in 
Wheeling. 

~Iillard F. Giesey attended the pub
lic schools of his native city, and then 
pursued the study of architecture at 
home. He practiced his profession for 
six years, and designed a number of 
fine buildings in \Vheeling and tlmmgh
out the State. In July, 1899, he formed 
a partnership with F. F. Faris, who 
hears an excellent reputation as an 
architect, and the firm of Giesey & , 
Faris has been a prosperous one from 
its beginning. They have offices at 
Kos. 11 and 12 ~fasonic Temple, and 
command a high class of patronage. 

7'.£1". Giesey was joined in marriage, 
on 7'.Iay 22, 1879, with l\Iargaret E. 
McAdam, who was born September 25. 

1859, and is a daughter of James at1l1 
Alice V. ~fcAdam. Four children have 
been born to them, one of whom is liv
ing, Earl 1\1., who was born Novem
ber 29, 1884. They are members of 
the Fourth Street ~\Iethodist Episcopal 
Church. ~f r. Giesey is a member of 
Wheeling Lodge. Xo. 9, 1. O. O. F.; 
Wheeling Lodge, Xo. 4. A. F. & A. 

1\1.; Wheeling Cnion Chapter, No. I, 

R. A. 1\1.; Cyrene Commandery, No. 
7, K. T.; and Osiris Temple. A. A. O. 
N. M. S. In politics. the subject of this 
sketch supports the Republican party. 

WILLIAM A. HESLEt'. M. D. 

WILLIAM A. HESLEP, M. D., 
a prominent physician of St. Albans, 
Kanawha County. \Vest Virgina, was 
Ix)m in Raleigh County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, .\ugust 31, 1857, and 
is a son of Alexander Jackson and 
~fary E. (Ross) Helset}, hoth natives 

of Virginia. 
Alexander Jackson Heslep was a 

well known citizen of Raleigh County 
where he follo\\'e(\ the carpenter trade 
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through all his active life. In 1868 he A. ~1ahood, who was born in Giles 
moved to Fayette County and resided 
there until his death, in 1883, at the age 
,of 65 years. His widow, a native of 
Montgomery County, Virginia, sur
vived him some years, dying in 1899, 
aged 72. She was a member of the 
l\lethodist Church. 

Dr. Heslep was the eldest son of his 
parents' family of se\'en children. He 
was educated in the schools of his na
ti\'e locality and under his father's in
struction became a skilled carpenter, 
working at the trade some 18 years. 
In boyhood he had cherished the ambi
tion of becoming a physician and the 
inclination continued with him through 
all his early manhood. Finally he de
cided to cnter upon the study of medi
cine. settling to it seriously in 1888. 
In I~91 he matriculated at Vanderbilt 
l."ni\·ersity at Xasll\'iIIe, Tennessee, and 
he was therc graduated in I 8~2, with 
his l11e(lical degree. Dr. Heslep lo
cated first for practice at Fayettc\'ille, 
rel11O\'cd then to Gauley Bridge and 
cnntinned there for five years, succeed
ing \'Cry satisiactorily in his profes
sion. ~ince ~Iarch, l~yR, he has been 
located at St. . \Ibans and there com
mands a good share of public patronage 
and has hecome widely known for his 
-careful study oi his cases. 

In I~R2 Dr. Heslep marrie(l Cora 

County, Virginia, and three children 
have been born to them, namely: John 
Kenneth, ~Iarjorie Cora and Frank 
\Vysor. Politically, the Doctor is a 
stanch Democrat. He belongs to La
fayette Lodge, Xo. 57. A. F., & .\. ~L, 
and Ivanhoe Lodge, Xo. 71, K. of P., 
of St. Albans, West Virginia. He is 
also a valued member of the Kanawha 
~redical Association. The religious 
connection of the family is with thc 
Baptist Church. 

HON. OEOROE C. STUROISS. 

BOX. GEORCiE C. STCRGISS, 
who for many years has been one of 

\Yest \'irginia's hest known and most 
popular men, is a lawyer who has at-

I 
'1 

I 







MEN OF WEST VIRGI~IA 55 1 

Episcopal Church, which has received 
many benefactions from him and his 
excellent wife. He is chairman of the 
board of trustees now building a new 
church that will cost when completefl 
o\'t~r $ I oo,()(X). 

He is now the owner and con troll . 
ing spirit of the llf orgall/owl! Post, the 
leading daily and weekly Republican 
paper in the l\lonongahela Valley, and 
is identified with every movement look
ing to the advance of the material pros
perity of the city and valley where he 
has spent over 40 years of his Ii fe. 

CHARLES R. McNUTT. 

CHARLES R. ::\fcNUTT, one of 
the leading attorneys and successful 
husiness citizens of Princeton, \ Vest 

Virginia, was born in 1854 at Prince
ton, and is a son of Dr. Robert Blaine 
and Ellen E. (Peck) ::\'fcK utt. 

The McNutt family is of Scotch
Irish descent and John Mc~utt, the 
earliest known ancestor, \vas a native 
and resident of Scotland. A part of 
the family removed to County Donegal, 
Ireland, and from that point a John 
Mc~ utt, son of Alexander and Jane 
~IcN utt, emigrated in 1745 and settled 
in Orange (now Rockbridge) County, 
Virginia, on the Korth Ri\'er. John 
McNutt married Katherine Anderson, 

and their son William was born April 
16, 1774. In 1806 the latter married 
Elizabeth Grigsby, born l\larch 10, 

1776 and they li\'ecl in Rockbridge 
County where he was a man highly 
regarded and a ruling elder in the 
Preshyterian Church. 

Dr. Robert Blaine l\lc~utt. tht' 
father of our subject, was born Febru

ary 19, 1814, and died in 1894. He 
was one of the best known and 1110st 
respected men of his section, and fo\' 
years was the only physician accessible 
to l\Iercer and :McDowell counties. He 

spent a few years at Blacksburg. Vir
ginia. after graduating at Richmond 
College. ::\Iany leading families of Vir
ginia-the Grigsbys, the Glasgo\\"s. the 
~fcC orkles and the Greenless-were 
his kindred and GO\'ernor McXutt of 



55 2 :\IEX OF WEST VIRGINIA 

l\lississippi belonged to the same stock. 
The mother of our subject was born in 
Giles County, Virginia, a daughter of 
John Peck, a stanch \\"hig and man of 
affairs in his locality. Five children 
were horn to Dr. and :\lrs. :\lcXutt, 
namely: John \V., a druggist of St. 

OR. ROBERT BLAINE McNUTT. 

Louis. ~Iissouri, married Jennie Black; 
Dr. Joseph P .. a physician at Princeton, 
married Jennie .-\dair; Josephine. born 
in ) ~45, died in 1862; Charles R.; 
and Juanita. the wi fe of G. B. Sinclair 
of Charlottes\'ille. \'irginia. 

The suhject of this sketch was 
reared in :\[ercer County amI completed 
hi~ education at Emory and Henry Col
kge. I lis study of the law was with 
Capt. John .\. Douglass at Princeton, 

:\lercer County, and he was admitted 
to practice in 1889. being for some 
time a partner of Captain Douglass. 
From 1873, for 12 years, he was in the 
county clerk's office, six years as deputy 
and six years as clerk. ~Ir. :\IcX utt 
has so many business interests at pres
ent that he does not confine himself to 
the practice of his profession. He 
owns two fine farms near Princeton 
which he de\'otes to stock raising, allli 
his home is one of the handsomest in 
Princeton. 

In 1883 :\Ir. :\IcXutt married Em
ma B. Barnes, daughter of Rev, Will
iam H. Barnes, of the :\Iethodist Epis
copal Church South. She was reared 
in the old and aristocratic city of X or
folk, Virginia. The five children of 
this union are: Roberta, \Villiam B., 
Charles R., Jr., Juanita, Joe Dougla~s, 
their ages ranging from 19 to IO years. 
:\Ir. ~lcXt1tt has been a lifelong Demo
crat, and, notwithstanding the fact that 
his county and State, in recent years, 
ha\'e hecome overwhelmingly Repuhli
can. he still adheres to his principles. 

BOX. nEXJA~IIX ST .. \XTOX, 
lawyer and statesman, was born at 
~r()unt Pleasant, Ohio, June 4. 180<). 
amI <lied at Wheeling, \Y est Yirginia, 

June 2, 1872. 
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ways ready to devote his time and labor 
to the discharge of whatever duty his 
fellow citizens imposed upon him. It 
has been our fortune to differ with him, 
hoth politically and upon many ques
tiuns of local importance, and to know 
how great an influence he wielded and 
what a strong hold he hacl upon the 
public mind. His private character 
was above reproach. He has been for 
many years a member of the ~Iethodist 
Church and in all the social relations 
Df life has enjuyed the warm friendship 
of all who knew him. Kind hearted, 
generous, affable and courteous, he had 
attached to himself hosts of friends and 
wa') admired nu less for his brilliant 
talents than for his estimable qualities 
as a man. The death of such a man 
is always a public calamity, ancl we feel 
sure that we but express the sentiment 
()f the entire community when we say 
that withuut distinction or exception 
the citizens of Wheeling mourn his 
death. From the midst of his acti\'ity 
;\I1el his usefulness he has passed away, 

lea\-ing behind him the perfume of '1 

well spent life and the commendation 

of his fellow men." 
:\[ r. Stanton left surviving him a 

widow, who died ~Iay 16, 1886, a 
daughter of Mrs. ::\Iary Stanton Alli
son (the wife of his law partner), who 
(lied Octoher 13. 1899, and two sons, 

James D. and Frank, who still reside 
in \Vheeling. Another son (Capt, 
Alexander H. Stanton) had died short
ly he fore his father's demise, leaving 
a widow and one son (Edwin L.), who 
are still Ii ,-ing. 

RT_ REV_ DANIEL O·CONNER. 

RT. RE\-_ D.\X[EL O'CO~~ER, 
pastor of the Church of the Immaculate 

Conception. at Clarkslmrg. Harrison 
County, \\'cst Virginia, was horn 
:\Iarch 27. 1X33. in St. Johns, Kew 
Brunswick. and is a son of Bemanl and 
Sally (:\IcLaughlin) O'Conner, ",htl 
came to the l'nited States in I X40 • 

They located at Hancock, :\Iorgan 
County, Virginia, now \Vest Virginia, 
where they li,-e(l until 1841 and then re
mO\'eel to Doe Gully Tunnell, :\Iorgan 
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HON. COLONEL ELLSWORTH RUDESILL. 

H 0 N. COL 0 X E L ELL S
WORTH RUDESILL, member of 
the House of Delegates of the \Vest 
Virginia Legislature from Kanawha 
County, a prominent merchant of 
Charleston, of which city he is the 
present mayor, and the senior member 
of the firm of Rudesill & ~Ieade, deal
ers both wholesale and retail in fine 
imported and domestic china and glass
ware, was born in Akron, Ohio. His 
parents, C. J. and Frances (Bentley) 
Rudesill, were also born in Ohio. C. J. 
Rudesill is a prominent resident of 
Shandon, Ohio. 

Colonel Ellsworth Rudesill at-

tended the common and high schools of 
his native place and then took a busi
ness conrse in a commercial college. 
He later accepted a clerical position 
with the Upson Coal Company, of 
Shawnee, Ohio, with whom he re
mained one year, and then engaged in 
a musIc business with Hamilton 

I Brothers, of Springfield, Ohio. In 
I R84, in association with his father, he 
embarked in a crockery and queens-

I ware business at Gallipolis, Ohio, un
der the firm style of C. J. Rudesill & 
Son, which partnership continued in 
that town for about four years. In 
1~89 they removed to Charleston, and 
established a successful business in the 
same line, which continued until 1901, 

when the senior member retired from 
thi'S firm and C. H. Meade was admit
ted to partnership. This house is one 
of the largest of its kind in the State, 
and the stock carried is complete in 
every particular. The business is lo
cated at !\o. 65 Capitol street, where 
the three-story structure is fitted v.·ith 
all modern improvenlents and conven
iences. The dimensions of the building 
are 30 by 100 feet with basement; a 
stock room at !\o. 67 Capitol street is 
made use of in the growing wholesale 
business. 

1\J r. Rudesill has been a prominent 
member of the Republican party for 
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a number of years, and since the iall 
of 1900 has ably represented Ka
nawha County as a member of the 
Home of Delegates. He was the Re
publican candidate for mayor of 
Charleston, at the city election held 
l\larch 9, 1903, and was elected. He 
has filled a nmllber of responsible State 
offices and is director of the Asylum 
for Incurables. at Huntington, \Vest 
Virginia. 
with the 
Elks. 

Fraternally he is associate.d 
Knights of Pythias and the 

':AME:i r::. LAMBERT. 

J.\:\IES E. L.\:\IBERT. manager 
of the company store of the Crozier 
Coal & Coke Company, at Elkhorn, 
~lcDO\"e11 County. \\'est Yirginia, was 

born in 1872 in Philadelphia, Pennsyl
vallJa. He is a son of Louis and Ad
rianna A. (:\Iartin) Lambert, the form
er of whom was born in the Isle of St. 
Kitts, France, and died in 1898. age<1 
72 years. For many years he was a 
successful merchant but had li,'ed a re
tired life for some time before his death. 
His wife was born in Philadelphia. 
and died in 1898, aged S6 years. Both 
parents were consistent members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. They reared 
a family of six sons and six daughters. 

James E. Lambert secured an ex
cellent education in the public schools 
of Philadelphia. In 1898 he became a 
clerk for the Xorfolk & \\'estern Rail
way Company at Bluefield, "'cst Vir
ginia, and six months later entered the 
employ of the Xunan & Carr Lumber 
Company, as manager at Vivian, re
maining in that connection four years. 
He then went for the same firm in the 
same capacity to Tug River, :\IcDowell 
County, and remained there about one 
year, accepting then his present posi
tion as manager of the company store 
for the Crozier Coal & Coke Company 
at Elkhorn. ~l r. Lambert has provc<l 
his capacity in every position he has 
held. an(1 enjoys the confidence of his 
employers. In politics he is independ
ent. Religiously he belongs to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 




